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A MESSAGE

FROM FOSIS

The  FOSIS  Higher  Education  impact  assessment  and  guide

published  in  June  2020 and  our  subsequent  needs  assessment

across  ISocs  in  the  UK  and  Eire ,  helped  us  identify  that  many

ISocs  are  unclear  on  how  to  go  about  re-opening  prayer

spaces  in  l ight  of  COVID19.  

Furthermore ,  i t  is  now  crucial  for  ISocs  to  consider  prayer

spaces  in  the  evolving  context  of  COVID19,  as  there  are  r isks

and  threats  they  need  to  be  mindful  of  in  terms  of  prayer  room

reopening ,  usage  and  external  stakeholders .  There  are  also

numerous  security ,  survei l lance  and  monitoring  r isks  that  an

ISoc  needs  to  navigate  and  address ,  in  order  to  ensure  prayer

room  reopening  and  usage  does  not  lead  to  negative

implications  for  the  ISoc  and  Muslim  students .   

As  a  result ,  the  FOSIS  Higher  Education  department  is  pleased

to  announce  the  publication  of  our  third  guidance  as  part  of

our  ongoing  COVID19 series .  This  guidance  has  been  prepared

in  collaboration  with  the  FOSIS  Student  Affairs  Committee

(SAC)  team  and  specif ical ly  focuses  on  prayer  rooms ,  covering

the  fol lowing  content :

a . )  Steps  to  re-open  prayer  rooms

b . )  Building  the  case  for  your  prayer  space

c . )  Engaging  with  the  Students '  Union  (SU)

d . )  Engaging  with  the  Chaplaincy  

e . )  Securit isation  and  Survei l lance

f . )  Support  avai lable  from  the  FOSIS  Student  Affairs  Committee

(SAC)

g)  Sacred  Wisdom  on  prayer  rooms

We  pray  Allah  accepts  our  efforts  and  allows  this  guidance  to

be  of  benefit  to  ISocs .  

Ameen

FOSIS  Higher  Education  Team

الرحيم الرحمن  هللا  بسم 
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The  prayer  room  should  be  opened  only  for

compulsory  prayers  for  pre-set  periods  of  t ime

When  beginning  a  conversation  with  your  University

/ SU  /  Chaplaincy ,  have  a  proposed  system  in  place ,

which  wil l  be  carried  out  during  prayers  in

compliance  with  safety  regulations :

All  users  of  the  prayer  space  wil l  bring  their

own  face  masks  and  prayer  mats  to  have  access

to  the  space

Wudhu  and  water  faci l i t ies  wil l  be  closed  off

Stickers  on  the  f loor  with  sensible  distance

indicating  individual  prayer  spots  for  each

individual  worshipper

Hand  sanit isers  provided  for  students/staff  to  use

at  the  entrance/exit  of  the  prayer  space

2

Consider  doing  a  virtual/video  training  session  and

run  through  of  how  to  fol low  the  guidelines  for  your

members  and  perhaps  send  weekly  or  bi-weekly

reminders  on  fol lowing  these  regulations .  ( ISocs  can

further  mitigate  r isks  by  providing  spare  prayer  mats

and  face  coverings ,  as  the  latter  is  now  mandatory  as

of  8th  August  in  all  places  of  worship)

6
4

Have  media  posters  /  leaflets  ready  to  be  share

virtual ly  with  worshippers ,  to  ensure  they  are

informed  about  the  regulations  (e .g .  opening

times ,  SU  guidance ,  what  to  bring?)
4

Have  posters  around  the  prayer  room  informing

worshippers  of  the  regulations .5

Start  by  l iaising  with  your  Students ’  Union  and  any

other  relevant  body  that  assists  in  managing  the

prayer  room  ( i .e .  the  Chaplaincy ,  University  and  /

or  the  Uni ’s  Estates  team)
1

     STEPS TO RE-OPEN
YOUR PRAYER SPACE

12  



IN THE CASE OF SOMEONE

TESTING POSITIVE FOR covid :

Members of the ISoc should make all students / staff who have used the

prayer room aware of this situation as well as the Students Union (or

relevant body managing the prayer space). Thereafter, the medical contact

should be informed and asked for advice on how to handle the solution

(even better if ISocs reach out to medical professionals beforehand and

enquire about safety precautions in the case of someone testing positive).

5

Be  ready  to  clean  the  prayer  room  after  each  use  -  get

regular  cleaning  scheduled  from  your  SU  /  Uni  and  assign

an  ISoc  Committee  member  to  oversee  that  this  is  being

done .
9

Make  clear  to  students  who  wish  to  use  the  prayer  room

that  they  have  a  responsibi l i ty  to  avoid  using  the  space  i f

they  have  symptoms  of  COVID1910

Plan  for  a  queue  outside  the  prayer  room  due  to

volume  of  students/staff ,  with  a  one-way  system

with  a  separate  entrance  and  exit ,  where  feasible8

     STEPS TO RE-OPEN
YOUR PRAYER SPACE
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Compliance  should  be  on  the  basis  of  trust  and

education .  In  the  case  of  non-compliance ,  try  to  use

polite  reminders  and  peer  learning  /  inf luence  -  don ’t

resort  to  a  heavy  handed  approach .  Monitoring

individuals  wil l  create  issues ,  alter  relationships  and

dynamics  amongst  the  community

7

Have  a  medical  contact  in  the  case  of  an  emergency11
Be  proactive  in  monitoring  local  COVID19 situations  to

assess  continued  opening  /  usage  based  on  any  new

regulations12



The importance of establishing (congregational) prayer in light of Qur'an and

Sunnah is an established fact in Islam. The prayer spaces facilitate a transformative

environment that nurtures, develops and supports the spiritual growth of its

members, and often in a University setting, it is the first point of contact for

pastoral care, peer support, mental health and a community for Muslim students.

As identified in our COVID19 Impact Assessment Guide, closed prayer spaces can

result in a host of issues for Muslim students: 

a) loss of community 

b) decrease in social bonding 

c) difficulty in accessing relevant resources and support 

d) difficulty in performing daily prayers and Jummu'ah.

As a result, the following points have been identified and can be utilised by the ISoc

when drafting a letter, or during conversation with the SU / Chaplaincy or the

University’s Estates team on re-opening prayer rooms. These same points can also

be used if attempting to arrange a larger alternative prayer space, in cases where

social distancing measures will render current prayer room space unsuitable (e.g.

prayer room is too small to allow adequate free space in between worshippers).

BUILDING A CASE FOR

YOUR PRAYER ROOM

“Recite, [O Muhammad], what has been revealed to you of the Book and establish prayer.

Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing, and the remembrance of Allah is

greater. And Allah knows that which you do.”  Quran 29:45

“The first action for which a servant of Allah will be held accountable on the Day of

Resurrection will be his prayers.”  Tirmidhi [413]

The 5 daily Salah are compulsory in

Islam and all Muslims are required

to pray, whether a prayer room is

available or not

Complications may arise if

students were to perform their

prayers in public spaces and in

areas not regulated (as they will

do) if not given their place of

worship

Congregational prayers are an

integral part of Islam, seen as

Wajib (obligatory) for men, or at

the very least Sunnah Muakaddah

(emphasised Sunnah) amongst the

Jurists

Jummu’ah (Friday) prayer is

obligatory on men, meaning a larger

space is required rather than a small

space for individual prayers

Outline the importance of faith

communities, faith provisions and

the need for faith based perspectives

in the context of COVID19

Spirituality is a key sphere for ISoc

work with many classes (Halaqas,

Quran classes) taking place in prayer

rooms. Absence of this space can

greatly reduce the sole reason

people join ISoc

6



Students may not come

in for lectures for fear of

missing prayers

Prayer rooms are  crucial for building

and fostering  relationships between

Muslim students

Prayers rooms are key  in a Muslim students life in University, whether they are part

of the ISoc or not

7

An absence of a prayer space can be

a serious barrier for accessing Higher

Education, and thus, in effect, a

breach of students’ right to an

education

TThe negative psychological impact

on Muslim students due to not being

able to follow tenants of their faith

The current climate created by COVID

means that these are trying times and

people are going through a lot of

serious issues relating to mental

health, welfare and bereavement. In

this instance, Muslim students find

solace in their faith, collective

worship and spirituality - for which a

prayer space is key

Mental health is an issue that

Universities may have to address

heavily this year. For a Muslim,

having access to prayer spaces (or a

lack thereof) can vastly contribute

to their mental health

Prayer rooms offer a chance to

socialise, signpost and meet new

people, particularly acting as an

alternative place to unsuitable

environments typically used for

social gatherings (e.g. University

Bars)

BUILDING A CASE FOR

YOUR PRAYER ROOM

Students will have reduced privacy if

having to pray in open spaces or in the

corners of  lecture halls, which may

disrupt other students

DISCLAIMER: Points mentioning prayer spaces as a social space should only be

mentioned in the case the SU / University have allowed it to be used as such, and

in the case COVID regional guidelines allows for social gatherings to take place.



If the institution that manages the

Prayer room (i.e. University, Students’

Union or Chaplaincy) is slow to

respond, keep up the pressure, keep

e-mailing them regularly. Do not

expect them to e-mail back

immediately to a single e-mail, but if

you e-mail a few times and speak to

your Sabbatical Officers repeatedly,

they may realise the gravity of your

request

8

To speed things up, it may help to

get a petition to show the urgency of

your request

ENGAGING WITH

THE SU for PRAYER

room needs

Assign a dedicated Prayer Room

Officer who will be responsible for

the campaign and being steadfast

and persistent in chasing up the

University / SU / Chaplaincy

Remember to be professional when

communicating with the University

/ SU / Chaplaincy. Be informed

(about the regional context and

regulations on COVID19), persistent

and professional

Probe the SU for information you need

from them in relation to COVID19, don’t

wait for their announcements

If all else fails, keep mobilising /

organising around the issue as an

option. Think of ways to show to

management the demand, need

and strength of the Muslim

student voice in the University

(e.g. petitions, letters of support

from allies in staff, public

announcements on Muslim

students being let down by the

University / SU). This requires,

strategy, planning and tact -

FOSIS can support you in this if

need be.

Book 1-1s and speak to Sabbatical

Officers (President, Welfare

Officers) directly during office

hours, and arrange and confirm on a

follow-up appointment at the end

of each meeting

Whatever you do, do not give

up just because the University

/ SU is not responding!

The Students’ Union (or Chaplaincy or

whoever manages the prayer room)

will liaise with your University’s

Estates team in reopening the prayer

space. Ask the SU to organise a

meeting with them, along with

someone from the SU who is on your

side, who understands the need for

reopening and risks (outlined below in

the ‘Securitisation’ section) involved.



ENGAGING WITH

THE CHAPLAINCY

TO RE-OPEN
PRAYER SPACES

Before engaging with your Chaplain,

it is important to gauge how helpful

they have been in the past to the

ISoc. 

Manage this strategically as

Chaplaincies are known to have

Prevent coordinators and implement

/ push the Prevent duty.

Consider if they have pushed the

ISoc in a direction contrary to the

values and practices of the ISoc and,

most importantly, if they have

encouraged the usage of Prevent on

the Muslim population on campus. 

If this is the case, ISocs should

proceed with caution in liaising with

the chaplaincy and if possible, stick

to liaising with your SU.

If you have to engage with the

Chaplaincy, it is important that the

ISoc takes a primary and leading

role in putting precautions in place

for the prayer room and its users,

so that it can be operated in a way

that works best for the Muslim

population on campus, whilst also

minimising any external

interference or influence; this will

mostly be in the form of imposing

track and trace systems onto the

users of the prayer room.

9

I f  you  are  having  trouble  engaging  with  your

Chaplaincy ,  please  get  in  touch  with  the  FOSIS

Student  Affairs  Committee  either  directly  or

through  your  FOSIS  rep .

Committee

STUDENT AFFAIRS

Ask the Chaplaincy to help write a

letter of support and even attend a

meeting (if possible) with your

University’s Estates team on

reopening the prayer space. Ask

someone in the SU or Chaplaincy to

organise this meeting and together

with them, explain the need for

faith provisions, services and

sensitivities involved to the Estates

team.



SECURITISATION &

SURVEILLANCE

CONTEXT :

In our Impact Assessment, we identified that when prayer rooms reopen, there may be

increased monitoring and surveillance put in place by Universities under the guise of

virus mitigating measures. This is due to the fact that the Government’s Prevent duty is

heavily prevalent in Universities, which targets and discriminates against Muslim

students, curtailing their civil liberties and creating further securitisation.

CLICK HERE TO READ THE FOSIS PREVENT STATEMENT

Current recommendations on reopening Masaajid and

places of worship - even from other Muslim

organisations and authorities - can be extremely

detrimental for ISocs and Muslim students.

These recommendations include monitoring attendees,

recruiting safety officers, greater camera surveillance,

using access cards and having members register before

being approved to visit prayer spaces. It has also been

suggested that Masaajid should utilise Government

sanctioned track and trace systems.

guidance 

from other

organisations :

ISocs should be cautious of this guidance and approach the

situation with sensitivity and care. FOSIS suggests that ISocs do not

follow the recommendations from these organisations because it

can promote and legitimise further mechanisms of monitoring,

surveillance and securitisation for Muslim students on University

campuses.  

We would strongly discourage the use of any track and trace

mechanisms for Muslim students, staff and any other Muslims using

the prayer space if it hasn't been widely approved and scrutinised.

This is a major concern as the data collected can be misused, shared

and accessed by external structures, thus, making Muslim students

more vulnerable to the insidious Prevent duty. 

If ISocs allow or encourage these security apparatuses to be put in

place, it can pave the way for future Prevent issues and

surveillance. 

While this opens up the Muslim student community to external

threats, it also alters internal community relationships and erodes

trust.

What ISocs should be careful about :

Risks & Threats

10

https://www.fosis.org.uk/news/prevent-report/
https://www.fosis.org.uk/news/prevent-report/


An alternative system would be for each user of the prayer room to record the

exact time they come and the exact time they leave on their phone and for this to

be written down every time they enter and leave the prayer room. 

If someone then alerts the ISoc Committee member in charge of overlooking the

prayer room that they have contracted Coronavirus or that they are experiencing

Coronavirus symptoms, all they would need to do is tell the member the time in

which they used the prayer room. 

The Committee member would then be able to alert others through group chats

and other contacts that if the prayer room was used by anyone else at these

times, then it is highly recommended that they self-isolate, even if they

themselves are not experiencing any symptoms.

This system allows the ISoc to deal with things internally, with perhaps some

occasional updates for their SU if necessary, and forgoes the need for track and

tracing systems which invade personal privacy and impinge on personal

freedoms.

11

SECURITISATION &

SURVEILLANCE

University structures may use these systems for internal policing

within the community and exert influence over the activities and

practices of Muslims students and the ISoc. 

Students’ Unions should not be coming up with their own track and

trace systems as there will be little information and guarantee on

how the data gathered on Muslims students using the prayer space

will be used and regulated. 

Remember, data can always be breached and information sharing

between authorities is not subject to GDPR guidelines. 

If left unchecked, these systems can further damage the University

experience of Muslim students, curtailing their civil liberties i.e.

their privacy, their freedom to practice & express their religion and

inhibit the Muslim student voice on campus. 

If track and trace systems are implemented e.g. logging who comes

into the prayer room through their ID cards or CCTV, there is a huge

potential for this to become the norm post-COVID.

In Universities where this was introduced, it led to significant

violation of personal privacy and freedom for Muslim students on

campus, with frequent users of the prayer room being seen as

radical and / or leaning towards extremist tendencies. 

What ISocs should be careful about :

Risks & Threats

What other mechanisms can be put

in place?

OUR RECOMMENDATIONS :
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SECURITISATION &

SURVEILLANCE

In the first instance, the ISoc should get in touch with its

Students’ Union's Sabbatical Officers and explain the

issues with putting in place such mechanisms, as laid out

in the ‘What ISocs should be careful about’ section above. 

Highlight how problematic this would be and the serious

negative implications this would have. 

Contact us at FOSIS; we can provide you with support and

help you counter such situations.  

If the University keeps pushing these security

mechanisms, then the ISoc should keep mobilising /

organising around the issue as an option.  

What to do if the University / SU is introducing

monitoring mechanisms in the context of COVID?

Educate your membership on the threats and risks

involved. 

Build momentum around your argument and

exercise your political voice

Think of ways to show to management that the

entire community stands in opposition to this and

get other societies (political, cultural and national)

to join your lobbying efforts against the

introduction of these regulations.  Get the

Students’ Union and the Sabbatical Officers on

your side.

 Showcase the strength of the Muslim student

voice (and the collective voice of external societies

willing to back the cause) in the University. This

could be done through petitions, letters of support

from allies in staff, public announcements on

Muslim students being let down by the University /

SU etc. 

However, this requires, strategy, planning, tact and risk

management - aim to get in touch with FOSIS; we can

support you in this initiative.



WHAT CAN SAC

HELP YOU WITH?

13

The Student Affairs Committee (SAC) is a branch of FOSIS

that provides support and intervention for ISocs when

dealing with issues pertaining to their Students' Unions.

Some of the specific support they are able to provide are as

follows: 

In the case of an ISoc struggling to make contact with their SU

or struggling to understand their SU structures, they should

reach out to SAC directly or through their regional ISoc

officer. 

If an SU is being particularly difficult or is refusing to

cooperate, then SAC can also intervene to support the ISoc

and to liaise with the SU in conjunction with the ISoc

SAC can deliver targeted training to ISocs to help understand

how SU structures tend to work and ways to engage with your

SU effectively. SAC also delivers training to SU’s to better

communicate broad Muslim issues (e.g. Islamophobia)

SAC can be contacted directly (in case of emergency) or via

your FOSIS representative (preferred).

Committee
STUDENT AFFAIRS



SACRED WISDOM

“Indeed, I am Allah . There is no deity except Me, so worship Me and establish prayer for

My remembrance.”

(Surah  Taha ,  V14)

“Recite, [O Muhammad], what has been revealed to you of the Book and establish

prayer. Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality and wrongdoing, and the remembrance of

Allah is greater. And Allah knows that which you do.”

(Surah  Al-'Ankabut ,  V45)

“Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said, “The first action for which a

servant of Allah will be held accountable on the Day of Resurrection will be his prayers.” 

[Tirmidhi ,  413]

Qur'an

HADITH

IN THE CONTEXT OF PRAYER ROOMS
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“When you (O Messenger Muhammad (SAW)) are among them, and lead them in

As‑Salaah (the prayer), let one party of them stand up [in Salaah (prayer)] with you

taking their arms with them; when they finish their prostrations, let them take their

positions in the rear and let the other party come up which have not yet prayed, and let

them pray with you. Verily, the prayer is enjoined on the believers at fixed hours.”

(Surah  An  Nisa ,  V102 - 103)

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said: The Messenger of Allah (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) said: “I

was thinking of ordering that the iqaamah for prayer be given, then I would tell a man to

lead the people in prayer, and I would set out with men carrying bundles of firewood,

and go to people who do not attend the prayer and burn their houses down around

them.” 

Narrated  by  al-Bukhaari  (657)  and  Muslim  (651).

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud said: "Whoever would like to meet Allah tomorrow (i.e. on the Day

of Judgment) as a Muslim, let him preserve these five (daily) prayer when the call for

them is given, for they are part of the ways of guidance, and Allah prescribed the ways of

guidance to your Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). By Allah, if each of you prays in his house, you will have

abandoned the Sunnah of your Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), and if you abandon the Sunnah of your

Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) you will go astray. I remember when no one stayed behind from the prayer

except a hypocrite who was known for his hypocrisy. I have a man coming supported by

two others, until he joined the row (of worshippers). There is no man who purifies

himself and does it well, and comes to the mosque and prays there, but for every step

that he takes, Allah raises him in status one degree thereby, and takes away one of his

sins."

[Sunan  Ibn  Majah  777,  Sunan  Abi  Dawud  550,  Sunan  an-Nasa ' i  849]



CONTACT
FOSIS

If you wish to contact us or have any further queries for the

FOSIS Higher Education team, please email:

vp .highereducation@fosis .org .uk

For the Student Affairs team, please email:

vp .studentaffairs@fosis .org .uk

For your Regional team, please email:

south .chair@fosis .org .uk

london .chair@fosis .org .uk

wales .chair@fosis .org .uk

midlands .chair@fosis .org .uk

north .chair@fosis .org .uk

scotland .chair@fosis .org .uk

ireland .chair@fosis .org .uk
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